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Statement on the South African Elections
April 26, 1994

On behalf of all Americans, I want to con-
gratulate the people of South Africa on the start
of the 3-day elections now taking place in their
country. Today’s images of South Africans—
black and white—going to the polls in the face
of intimidation by vicious opponents of democ-
racy inspire the imagination and are a stern re-
buke to the cynics of the world.

South Africans are taking control of their own
destinies and preparing to tackle the funda-

mental challenges of establishing a government
of national unity, restoring stability and pros-
perity, and improving the lives of the South
African people. I am proud of the role so many
Americans have played in the struggle against
apartheid. I can assure South Africans that we
will be just as involved in helping to build the
nonracial democracy that can come in its wake.

Memorandum on Environmentally Beneficial Landscaping
April 26, 1994

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Environmentally and Economically
Beneficial Practices on Federal Landscaped
Grounds

The Report of the National Performance Re-
view contains recommendations for a series of
environmental actions, including one to increase
environmentally and economically beneficial
landscaping practices at Federal facilities and
federally funded projects. Environmentally bene-
ficial landscaping entails utilizing techniques that
complement and enhance the local environment
and seek to minimize the adverse effects that
the landscaping will have on it. In particular,
this means using regionally native plants and
employing landscaping practices and tech-
nologies that conserve water and prevent pollu-
tion.

These landscaping practices should benefit the
environment, as well as generate long-term costs
savings for the Federal Government. For exam-
ple, the use of native plants not only protects
our natural heritage and provides wildlife habi-
tat, but also can reduce fertilizer, pesticide, and
irrigation demands and their associated costs be-
cause native plants are suited to the local envi-
ronment and climate.

Because the Federal Government owns and
landscapes large areas of land, our stewardship
presents a unique opportunity to provide leader-

ship in this area and to develop practical and
cost-effective methods to preserve and protect
that which has been entrusted to us. Therefore,
for Federal grounds, Federal projects, and fed-
erally funded projects, I direct that agencies
shall, where cost-effective and to the extent
practicable:

(a) use regionally native plants for land-
scaping;

(b) design, use, or promote construction
practices that minimize adverse effects on
the natural habitat;

(c) seek to prevent pollution by, among
other things, reducing fertilizer and pes-
ticide use, using integrated pest manage-
ment techniques, recycling green waste, and
minimizing runoff. Landscaping practices
that reduce the use of toxic chemicals pro-
vide one approach for agencies to reach
reduction goals established in Executive
Order No. 12856, ‘‘Federal Compliance
with Right-To-Know Laws and Pollution
Prevention Requirements;’’

(d) implement water-efficient practices,
such as the use of mulches, efficient irriga-
tion systems, audits to determine exact
landscaping water-use needs, and recycled
or reclaimed water and the selecting and
siting of plants in a manner that conserves
water and controls soil erosion. Landscaping
practices, such as planting regionally native
shade trees around buildings to reduce air
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